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				It would have been difficult to imagine that out of the Old Republic there would emerge the Alliance—a movement that started with only a small number of followers of the Force—be-cause at that time, conditions in the Republic were worse than ever. The ways of the Force had all been forgotten, except by a devout few. And many of those never mentioned the name of the Force in public, for fear of reprisal by Imperial stormtroop-ers. Most people accepted the harsh conditions under the New Order, somewhat begrudgingly, of course, but without much resistance. Many of them were reduced to poverty levels, ek-ing out a meager existence and little else on barren, forsaken planets such as Tatooine. Luke’s uncle Owen and aunt Beru, who had taken him in as an infant after his father’s death, were typical.
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				But not far from the land homesteaded by Owen and Beru Lars, in land so barren that no kind of crop would grow, there lived Obi-wan Kenobi. Years ago he had gone into hiding to es-cape the purge of Jedi Knights by Darth Vader and the Imperial stormtroopers. Kenobi knew from the interplanetary grapevine that there were small systems scattered throughout the universe that resisted the oppressive tyranny of the Palpatine govern-ment. Banded together under the name, “The Alliance,” these people had set up a secret rebel base on the planet Alderaan.

				But now, a new crisis. Alderaan was being threatened by an awesome new weapon being developed by Governor Tarkin called the Death Star, the planet destroyer.

				Senator Leia Organa, a beautiful young girl who was secret-ly Princess Leia of the Alliance, knew the only chance they had to succeed in saving the Republic was to call upon the help of Obi-wan Kenobi. She trusted Obi-wan not only because of his distinguished military career in the Jedi Knights, but also be-cause he, above anyone else, knew the ways of the Force best. And Obi-wan, after being contacted by Princess Leia, knew full well that the only chance the terribly outnumbered Alliance had was, indeed, to rely on the power of the Force.

				So, along with his newfound companions, young Luke Sky-walker, the skeptical Han Solo, Chewbacca and Threepio and Artoo, Kenobi set out on his mission to save the Republic from evil.

				Kenobi was very encouraged when he finally reached the rebel stronghold. For there, gathered together from the far cor-ners of the universe, were others who, like himself, were deeply committed to following the ways of the Force.

				Strangers in the World

				The people of the Alliance were destined to a new life, centered in the Force. They lived in the Galactic Empire, but they were never really a part of it.

				In the real world, in the saga of mankind, we can see a clear parallel between the Alliance and the followers of Jesus Christ, 
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				the Church. Peter wrote, concerning the Church: “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people be-longing to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mer-cy. Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us” (1 Peter 2:9-12).

				What About the Jews?

				But, wait a minute, you might ask, weren’t the Jews the chosen people of God? That’s right, but as the apostle Paul wrote to the Christians at Rome, God has given Israel a spirit of unbelief in Jesus Christ as the true Messiah: “What Israel sought so ear-nestly it did not obtain, but the elect did. The others were hard-ened, as it is written: ‘God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes so that they could not see and ears so that they could not hear, to this very day’ “ (Romans 11:7,8).

				Here is a tremendous example of God’s perfect trustwor-thiness. Even though the Jews refused to accept Jesus as their Messiah, God will stand by His promises to them, and in the end, all Israel will be saved! Paul quotes this tremendous prom-ise of God, which was recorded by the prophet Isaiah: “The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins” (Romans 11:26,27). This carrying out of God’s divine plan will take place at the very end of the age, when Je-sus Christ returns.

				The New Alliance

				The Church is very much like the Alliance of Star Wars. It had a humble beginning, with only a few faithful followers at first. Just as the followers of the Force were set apart from the rest 
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				of the universe, so is the Church of Jesus Christ called out from the world.

				The word “church” comes from a Greek term which, in the New Testament, refers to the body of believers in Christ who are “called out from the world” into Christian fellowship. It is the name used to identify either the whole Christian body, or the original group of disciples, or local groups of believers, or even the places in which they meet and worship (Ephesians 5:27; Acts 2:47; Romans 16:5; 1 Corinthians 11:18, 14:19, 28. See also 1 Corinthians 12:18 and Acts 8:1).

				The Church was founded on Peter’s confession that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). Jesus stated this when He answered, “And I tell you that you are Pe-ter, and on this rock [that is, Peter’s confession] I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it” (Matthew 16:18). The Church’s foundation is “the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord” (Ephesians 2:20,21).

				Though there are many assemblies of Christians throughout the world, they constitute a single body, indwelt by God’s Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:12-13; John 14:17; Acts 2:4) and the spirit of Christ Jesus (Ephesians 3:17). The Church ministers to its individual members through its apostles, prophets, evan-gelists, pastors and teachers, in order “to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up” (Ephesians 4:11,12). God calls from among His people bish-ops, deacons and elders to serve and care for the local churches (Acts 6:2-6, 14:23; 1 Timothy 3).

				Through It All 

				Just as the religious remnant in Star Wars overcame evil through the power of the Force, so has the Church overcome Satan, sin and death through the power of Jesus Christ.

				The Church has survived hostile religions, antagonistic governments, atheistic oppressors, lethargy from within and 
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				even apostasy, but through more than nineteen centuries, there has survived what at times has been only a small remnant of true followers of Christ. There will always be such a true fol-lowing—at least, that is, until Christ returns for His Church as He promised on repeated occasions

				 * * * * *.
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